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Study of Classics not only illuminates the past but is entirely relevant to the present. Students who study Classics will increase 
their analytical and critical thinking skills as they examine and analyse ancient cultures, which improve their writing and oral 
communication abilities. Studying Classics exposes students to important and powerful literary knowledge so that students 
can join the discussions of society and ultimately make knowledgeable and meaningful contributions to society.  

KS3 This combined curriculum aims to build knowledge in Year 7 and Year 8. The curriculum aims to equip students with powerful 
knowledge that will form a solid foundation for further study, yet that will also provide students with knowledge to make 
meaningful contributions to society. Lessons of Classics are planned throughout the KS3 curriculum to develop students’ 
understanding from Year 7 and Year 8 in a sequenced way. 

Year7,  
Year 8   
Links  

 Students of each year group at KS3 will read and be encouraged to appreciate the depth and power of the literary heritage 
through reading a range of enjoyable texts reflective of classic literature, covering Greek mythology and the development of the 
epic. Students will draw upon the seminal knowledge explored in KS3 and can apply this to their study of English Literature from 
Renaissance, Romantics, Victorian, Edwardian to Modern literature in KS4 and KS5. 

KS1/2 Links 
 

Students will have developed comprehension skills and begin to identify and structure of stories They will have also developed 
their use of ambitious vocabulary. 
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Year 8 
 
 
 
 
 

The Odyssey (Return from Troy) 
1. A Stranger from Troy 
2. Odysseus starts his story 
3. My name is Nobody 
4. The Calm before the Storm 
5. Bewitched 
6. The Land of the Dead 

The Odyssey (Return from 
Troy) 

7. Torment & Trial 
8. Shipwrecked 
9. A Stranger in his 

Own Land 
10. A Beggar in his own 

palace 
11. Setting the trap 
12. Home 

The Aeneid 
1. Introduction & 

overview 
2. The Fall of Troy 
3. The Journey Begins 
4. Dido and Carthage 
5. The Underworld 

The Aeneid 
6. The war in Italy 
7. The duel with 

Turnus 
8. Resolution & big 

questions 

Retellings 
Extract based – exploring 
modern retellings of 
classical epics 

Project Work 
Crafting their own retelling of a 
myth/episode from an epic 

Key concepts Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

 
 
HPL ACPs 

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative 
perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative 
perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative 
perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative 
perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

VAAs Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Feedback 
and 
assessment 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating and 
discussions 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating 
and discussions 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating 
and discussions 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating 
and discussions 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – 
debating and discussions 

 Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating and 
discussions 

EDI Gender 
Equality 
Democracy & the rule of law 
Identity & belonging 

Gender 
Equality 
Tolerance 
Identity & belonging 

Gender 
Equality 
Identity & belonging 

Gender 
Equality 
Tolerance 
Religion & culture 
Identity & belonging 

Gender 
Equality 
Protests 
Social class 
Identity & belonging 

Gender 
Equality 
Protests 
Social class 
Identity & belonging 



   
 

   
 

Race Race 
Careers Creative writing, journalism, education, law, academics 
       
Year  7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Classics 
Ovid’s Metamorphoses 
Creation and Aetiology 

1. Introduction to Classics 
2. Creation 1 
3. Creation 2: Prometheus 
4. Creation 3: Pandora 
5. Demeter & Persephone 
6. Phaethon 

Metamorphoses 
Human Greed 

1. Lycaon & Deucalion 
2. Erysichthon 
3. Midas 1 
4. Midas 2 
5. Actaeon 

Metamorphoses 
Love and Separation 

1. Echo & Narcissus 
2. Adonis & Aphrodite 
3. Orpheus & Eurydice 
4. Baucis & Philemon 

Metamorphoses & The Iliad 
Hubris 

1. Arachne 
2. Daedalus & Icarus 
3. Theseus & The 

Minotaur 
4. Labryrinths 

The War with Troy 
 

The Iliad 
1. An Apple for a 

Goddess 
2. Choices 
3. Stolen Love 
4. First Blood 
5. The Duel 
6. Greek on Greek 

– wounded 
pride 

 

The Iliad 
7. Triumph for the 

Trojans? 
8. New Armour 
9. The anger of Achilles 
10. The pity of Achilles 
11. Love & death 
12. Odysseus takes charge 

Key concepts Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

Metaphor 
Story 
Argument 
Pattern 
Context 
Grammar 

 
 
HPL ACPs 
VAAs 

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative 
perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative 
perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative 
perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative 
perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

Big picture thinking  
Intellectual confidence  
Seeing alternative perspectives  
Self-regulation  
Connection finding  
Critical or logical thinking   

VAAs Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Collaborative  
Practice  
Enquiring Perseverance  

Feedback 
and 
assessment 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating and 
discussions 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating 
and discussions 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating 
and discussions 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating 
and discussions 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – 
debating and discussions 

Ongoing  class work  
Questioning, oracy – debating and 
discussions 

EDI Gender 
Equality 
Protest 
Religion & culture 

Equality 
Social class 
Religion & culture 

Gender 
Equality 
Social class 
Identity & belonging 

Gender 
Equality 
Social class 
Identity & belonging 
Tolerance 

Gender 
Social class 
Protests 

Gender 
Social class 
Protests 

Careers Creative writing, journalism, education, law, academics 

 



   
 

   
 

 


